SOCIAL STUDIES AIMS
1. To impart knowledge and cultivate understanding of personal growth and contemporary society. 2. To develop the practical and intellectual skills necessary for the study of personal development problems and contemporary social issues. 3. To encourage the formation of considered attitudes towards social and moral values, and inter-personal relationships.
OBJECTIVES
1. Candidates are expected to have a knowledge and understanding of: (a) the characteristics of adolescent growth, (b) the social environment in which the adolescent grows, e.g. the family, peer groups and society, (c) the interaction between adolescents and their social environment, as reflected in their study, work and participation as members of the community.
2. Candidates are expected to have developed basic skills in: (a) gathering, interpreting and applying information, presented in words or in the form of statistics and diagrams, (b) identifying issues, formulating hypotheses, evaluating evidence and drawing conclusions, (c) selecting and using ideas in the presentation of logical arguments and reasoned comments.
3. Candidates should be able to apply what they have learnt to analyse major current events and social issues.
THE EXAMINATION
The examination will consist of two papers.
Paper 1 (1 hour) will consist of short-answer questions. Candidates will be required to answer 5 questions out of 6. (This paper will carry 40% of the marks.)
Paper 2 (1¾ hours) will consist of essay questions. Candidates will be required to answer 3 questions out of 5. (This paper will carry 60% of the marks.) 
THE SYLLABUS

SYLLABUS CONTENT EXPLANATORY NOTES
EXPLANATORY NOTES
Candidates should have a general knowledge of some social issues to help them better understand the society in which they live. The emphasis should be on the process of enquiry and decision-making, and on developing appropriate skills and attitudes rather than on the memorization of facts and data. (Note: Teachers and candidates should be aware that there are other equally valid and useful frameworks for approaching the social issues, and should feel free to adopt their own preferred framework. It should be borne in mind, however, that those following alternative approaches should not lose sight of the importance of fulfilling the aim of Topic VI, viz. helping candidates to develop appropriate skills and attitudes in analyzing social issues.) (* The figure in brackets denotes the year for the topic to be examined.)
